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Kerrisdale Presbyterian Church  
“Hope” 
Scripture: Jeremiah 33:14-16; Psalm 25:1-10; Luke 21:25-36 
Hymns: Rejoice, the Lord is King 267 (1-3,5); Hope is a candle (vs 1/5 insert following 
responsive call to worship); My life is in you, Lord (insert); In the bleak mid-winter 
145; Oh come, oh come, Emmanuel 122 
November 29 
Rev. Steve Filyk 
 
Last year about this time 
 a great storm blew through Vancouver. 
  I can’t remember what happened in the neighborhood 

But I know what happened at the Manse, my home. 
 
A great branch, 

One of the trunks of our Magnolia toppled over. 
 Suddenly an entire section of that tree 

was laying on the ground.  
 
Not knowing exactly what to do 
 Our church board contacted an arborist. 
 
He said that we could try to save what remained 
 With some heavy pruning 

But that ultimately we would lose it: 
   That magnolia was suffering from rot. 
 
And so a decision was made. 
 
And one Saturday afternoon, 

a man showed up with a chainsaw. 
  And in no less than a couple hours 
   That tree was reduced to truck-load of wood-chips. 
 
The past couple months we have journeyed  
 Through the Old Testament book of Ezra. 
  Ezra spoke about the challenges and opportunities  

AFTER the Babylonian exile. 
 
 

Today we are welcomed into Advent by Jeremiah 
 Jeremiah speaks about the time DURING that Exile, 
  A time of great upheaval and loss. 
 
At today’s point in his writing 
 The “destruction of the Holy City  

and [the] deportation of the people to Babylon 
 has been threatened numerous times  

 
and [has] already taken place  

for the royal court and the upper classes…”i 
 
God’s people have lost their independence. 
 They were under the thumb of a foreign empire. 
  And that thumb was pressing down hard. 
 
Some had been deported, 

Others would soon follow. 
Eventually the Temple itself  

would be torn to the ground. 
 
Life as the people knew it was changing very quickly. 
 And the future? 

The future looked incredibly grim. 
 
In the book of Jeremiah these challenges 
 Are seen as a consequence of the peoples’ living. 
 
“God [had] loved [God’s] people “with an everlasting love”  

and [had] remained faithful to them,  
delivering them from oppressors…  

 
But Judah [had] rebelled against God  

and violated the terms of the covenant, 
 
turning toward the gods of neighboring peoples  

and concerning themselves with [ritual observance] 
rather than ethical behavior.”ii 
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Rot had set in. 
 Some of the limbs of the tree 
  had already fallen. 
 
The divine arborist grabbed his chainsaw 
 And started pruning away all the disease. 
  
It is maybe hard for us 
 To imagine that our God makes use 
  Of this harsh sort of pedagogy. 
 
And it seems equally difficult to imagine 
 What it was like for God’s people in such a situation. 
  Kerrisdale isn’t such a touch place to live… 
   
Of course maybe we do know a little something about exile… 
 
Old Testament scholar Walter Brueggemann argued back in 1997 
 That “Our society is marked by a deep dislocation  

that touches every aspect of our lives.  
 
The old certitudes seem less certain;  

the old privileges are under powerful challenge; 
the old dominations are increasingly ineffective and fragile…”iii 

 
So do you think Brueggemann is right? 
 
Well just read the Vancouver Sun. 
 Governments do seem incapable  

of dealing with employment and housing challenges. 
 
Educational institutions are failing 
 To equip students for the digital age. 
 
The judicial and medical establishments 
 Struggle with changing views  

on drugs and dying. 
 
 
 

We train soldiers to fight our enemies, 
 And then send them out to wars 
  where there are no clear battle lines.  
  
Brueggemann continues, noting that 

“There seems no going back to our former world… 
 
[And] Because the church has been intimately connected  

with the old patterns… it shares a common jeopardy 
with other old institutions.iv  

This is maybe more obvious. 
 We all realise that most Canadians  

are no longer interested in organised religion. 
 

The Mainline has been sidelined. 
 We fret about our survival. 
  We worry that our treasures 
   Will end up in the landfills like everything else. 
 
Maybe we do know a little about exile. 
 And maybe we have some intuition 
  About just why we’ve ended up here. 
 
I’m not a prophet, so I won’t declare 
 That it is because of any particular disobedience. 
  But as a Presbyterian I’m always convinced that sin 
   has something to do with it. 
 
We’ve been commanded to put God first 
 But there is no time in our schedules. 

We’ve been taught to love our neighbors 
   And yet few of us know their names. 
 
Sin may have something to do 

With the place that we find ourselves languishing in. 
 
Yet even if we have acknowledge these failings 
 And want to make a new beginning, 
  how are we to survive this exile? 
 



3 
 
Especially when we are at the point 
 Where we have used up our best energy 
  And are lacking the imagination 
   To continue on. 
 
It is interesting to discover  

That in the middle of Jeremiah’s gloomy book, 
  There is a section that Martin Luther nick-named 
   The “Little Book of Comfort”.  
 
This section offers encouragement for the exiles: 

those in the midst of upheaval, 
 those who are facing lose. 

 
Listen to those words again: 
 
“‘Watch for this:  

The time is coming’—God’s Decree— 
‘when I will keep the promise I made  

to the families of Israel and Judah.  
 
When that time comes, 

I will make a fresh and true shoot  
sprout from the David-Tree.  

 
He will run this country honestly and fairly.  

He will set things right.  
 
That’s when Judah will be secure  

and Jerusalem live in safety.  
The motto for the city will be,  

“God Has Set Things Right for Us.””v 
 
You might notice the ‘who’ of this Good News. 
 Good committee minutes always note 
  ‘who’ will execute this or that task. 
 
 
 
 

What Jeremiah tells us is that it is not  
 Through the efforts of the people; 

It is not by their energy or imagination 
   That salvation is coming. 
 
We are told that the Lord will take action 

And will fulfill that old promise: 
  God is the one who will raise up a righteous branch. 
 
If we note the ‘who’ of the Good News 
 It is just as important to note the ‘what’. 
  I find it interesting to note that the picture 
   Is not so much a restoration as a new beginning. 
 
While rising from the old stump,  

this branch has a different character. 
  Unlike former leaders this one  

will “run things honestly and fairly”;   
    Executing “justice and righteousness.” 
 
In Biblical terms this speaks of a moral revival 
 In the leadership of the community. 
 
Not just salvation from enemies from without 
 But goodness and faithfulness practised within. 
 
For in Biblical terms “To do justice  

means to vindicate the cause of the poor and oppressed 
 by heeding their cry, knowing their rights, and being their help,  

 
[to do justice means] to deal fairly in the marketplace, 

to show an impartiality not favouring the rich,  
[to do justice means] 

to care for the hungry, thirsty, and naked.vi  
 
In the middle of the exile 
 Jeremiah spoke these words of promise. 
  And Jeremiah looks to them with hope. 
 
 



4 
 
“Even as the city was within the clutches of the invading Babylonians,  

Jeremiah purchased the estate of his cousin… 
thus demonstrating his faith that [God]  

would one day restore his people.”vii  
 
I don’t know if Jeremiah would have felt that this promise 
 Was fulfilled in Zerubbabel. 
  Zerubbabel was governor of Judah  

When the exiles returned from Babylon; 
    under his efforts  

the second Temple was constructed. 
 
The prophet Haggai speaks of him 
 As the Lord’s ‘signet ring’.viii 
 
I don’t know if Jeremiah would have seen 
 This promise fulfilled in Zerubbabel. 
  But for millennia the church has seen this promise 
   Ultimately fulfilled in Jesus Christ. 
 
Could it be that this Jesus 
 Is still working out such a salvation  
  For those now living in exile? 
 
And if so, when this salvations arrives 
 Will there people like Jeremiah who are actively 

Waiting for it? 
 

I looked at that stump of the Magnolia 
 In my front yard. 
  I understood why the tree had to be removed 
   But lamented its absence. 
 

i Angela Bauer-Levesque “First Sunday of Advent: Jeremiah 33:14-16; Exegetical 
Perspective” Feasting on the Word: Preaching the Revised Common Lectionary - 
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ii “Jeremiah: Theology” The Eerdmans Bible Dictionary Allan C. Myers Ed. 565-566. 
iii Walter Brueggemann “Conversations Among Exiles” Christian Century July 29, 
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That tree had provided shade in the summer 
 And beauty in the springtime. 
  Isobel’s first swing hung on its branches. 
   Both of our daughters played among its pink petals. 
 
Every time I walked past I paused at that stump. 
 You see there was this tiny seed of hope, 
  That despite the rot, 
   Despite the pruning,  

there might be a new beginning. 
 
Spring passed and nothing emerged. 
 Summer passed and nothing changed. 
  For nearly a year the stump sat dormant. 
 
And then this fall, 
 Something started happening. 
  Take a look next time you walk by. 
 
This for me, was a short season of waiting. 
 Will we be able to keep alert 
  And wait actively, patiently 
   Even when seasons stretch into years? 
 
May God give us the faith 
 To grab hold of God’s promises. 

And may God prove to us yet again 
That God is faithful.  

 
Maranatha! 
 Come, Lord Jesus, come. 
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