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So did you follow the US election? 
 
One of my fellow officers from the 15th Field Regiment  
 Was flying from New York City to Vancouver 
  This past Tuesday evening. 
 
As he boarded the media was reporting 
 Strong support for Hillary. 
 
Then as the plane taxied down the runway 

he turned off his phone 
  And settled in for the long flight. 
 
When the plane touched down six hours later  

everyone was quick to turn their phones 
off flight mode. 

 
As he and those around him 
 Checked in for an update, 
  There was a collective sigh. 
 
Trump had taken the lead. 
 
I don’t know if you followed the election. 
 But for me and my friends, 
  Most of whom share the same political leanings, 
   The turn of events on Tuesday was cause 
    For considerable anxiety and fear. 
 
What will happen to our economy 
 when our number one business partner 
  starts tearing up free-trade agreements? 
 
 

What will happen to our environment 
 when the world’s largest market 
  is headed by someone  

who denies the science behind global warming?  
 
What will happen to global peace and security 
 When someone seen by many  

to be temperamentally unfit for governing  
 will be carrying nuclear launch codes? 
 

Trump’s victory made me start wondering what I’d do 
 When the US collapses, goes into meltdown.   
  Where would I retreat to? 
   How would I take care of my family? 
 
Now my anxiety faded a bit 
 When the sun came up the next morning. 
  But somehow the world seems a lot less secure. 
 
Today’s Old Testament reading is given 
 A not so insignificant introduction. 
The opening verse tell us that Isaiah has his vision 
 “In the year that King Uzziah died.”i 
 
“According to [the second book of] Chronicles,  

Uzziah… was a good and righteous king  
who ruled over Judah  

during a very long and prosperous period.  
 
His death would have invariably raise [serious] questions:  

What direction would the nation [now] take?  
Would Uzziah’s successor, his son Jotham,  

continue his good legacy… 
 
What if he [didn’t]?”ii  
 
And while the death of any king 
 invites concerns surrounding succession. 
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Uzziah’s death was complicated by the fact 
 That during this same time    

the Assyrian Empire was expanding its empire  
and consolidating its power.iii 
 It was stretching out its arms. 

 
All to say that it in this context of fear and anxiety 
 surrounding both domestic leadership and international relations, 
  That Isaiah has his vision. 
 
And what an incredible vision it is: 
 “God sits in state, on a high and lofty throne.  

[But] The throne is not the only large thing:  
 

the royal robes are so massive that the bottom hem  
was enough to fill the temple. 

 
This gigantic God is [also] served by fantastic creatures:  

the seraphim are fiery winged creatures  
[like those depicted in Egyptian and Syro-Palestinian art] 

 
… such creatures were typically protective,  

with their wings outstretched  
to protect the deities they served.  
 

But in Isaiah’s vision the seraphim must hide their own faces 
lest they see [this powerful God].iv 

   
In a time of fear and anxiety about politics, 
 About human relations, 
  Isaiah has a vision  
   Where an even greater power is revealed. 
 
Not surprisingly Isaiah is struck with fear… 
 
I don’t know if you can remember a time 
 When you were confronted by something 
  That commanded fear and awe. 
 
 

Back in 2005 I spent the summer in Ireland. 
During this time I was able to do lots of sight-seeing 

And eventually went to explore the Cliffs of Moher. 
 
“[The Cliffs] stretch for 8km..  

along the Atlantic coast of County Clare 
in the west of Ireland  

and reach 214m at their highest point.”v 
   
On the day I was there it was windy. 
 And I found,  

to my surprise,  
that there were no protective guard-rails. 

 
Peering over the edge of these sheer cliffs, 

while bracing against the gusts 
well that was scary and thrilling at the same time. 

 
That is maybe the closest thing 
 I can think of what it might have been like 
  To have such an ‘awful’ vision. 
 
But I think Isaiah’s experience of God’s glory 
 Somehow goes much further. 
 
For as the ground shakes 

And the temple fills with smoke 
There is a visible display of God’s majesty. 

 
But at the same time 
 Isaiah encounters God’s piercing holiness, 
  And becomes aware of his own sin. 
 
He cries out: 
 
"Woe is me! I am lost,  

for I am a man of unclean lips,  
and I live among a people of unclean lips;  

yet my eyes have seen the King,  
the Lord of hosts!"vi 
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In face of God’s majesty and God’s holiness 
 Isaiah feels he is doomed. 
 
But in the midst of that fear and dread, 
 God graciously sends him help. 
 
“One of the seraphim 

—the fantastic creatures who inspired awe and fear earlier 
—now serves Isaiah. 

 
The seraph takes a burning coal from the altar 

 and approaches Isaiah.  
It is hot enough that even a fiery seraph  

must use tongs to take it from the altar,  
[and] Isaiah feels its burn directly  

on his mouth and lips.  
 
No one said forgiveness was painless.  
 
But, while it may have been extremely painful,  

it was also entirely efficacious:  
Isaiah’s iniquity is turned aside,  

his sin is covered.”vii  
 
Isaiah has an experience of God’s majesty and holiness. 
 And Isaiah has an encounter with God’s grace. 
 
And this has a curious effect on him. 
 For when he overhears God’s saying 
  “Who will go for us?” 
   “who will volunteer?” 
 
Isaiah shoots up his hand and says “send me!”viii 
    
Isaiah lives in a world that is marked 
 By fear and insecurity. 
  And yet when he encounters God’s holiness and grace 

He has this new sense of security and freedom. 
  
 

He doesn’t shrink back from the world 
 He is ready and willing to engage it. 
  Because he knows God to be so powerful and so gracious 
   He is ready to go where there is need. 
 
So how are we going to embrace God’s mission 
 In a time that inspires our fears and anxieties? 
  For our nation, our church, and our own lives. 
 
We could use an inspiring new preacher… 

But maybe more important is a fresh encounter  
with the living God… 

 
Have you ever heard about Reynolds Price? 
 
He was a southern writer and Duke University professor 
 Known for the novels: A long & happy life, Kate Vaiden 
  And numerous collections of poetry. 
 
“In the spring of 1984… Price reported difficulty walking 

 and underwent testing at Duke University Hospital… 
 
He soon learned of a ‘pencil-thick and gray-colored’ tumor, 

ten inches long and cancerous,  
which was ‘intricately braided  

in the core of [his] spinal cord’.”ix 
 
Not a happy discovery. 
 
So what enabled Price to endure the challenges 
 Of this disease, and the pains of its treatment. 
  How was he able to engage life instead of retreat from it? 
 
God gave him a vision. 
 
“Shortly after dawn on July 3, 1984,  

in the midst of treatment for his tumor,  
Price… had a life-changing mystic[al] experience… 

in which he came in contact with Jesus Christ  
at the Sea of Galilee. 
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Price gives an account of this occurrence in A Whole New Life: 
 
[In his own words] It was the big lake of Kinnereth, 

 the Sea of Galilee, in the north of Israel...  
the scene of Jesus' first teaching and healing. 

 
I'd paid the lake a second visit the previous October....  
 
Still sleeping around me on the misty ground  

were a number of men in the tunics  
and cloaks of first-century Palestine.  

 
I soon understood with no sense of surprise  

that the men were Jesus' twelve disciples  
and that he was nearby asleep among them....  

 
Then one of the sleeping men woke and stood.  

I saw it was Jesus, bound toward me....  
Again I felt no shock or fear.  

 
All this was normal human event;  

it was utterly clear to my normal eyes  
and was happening as surely as any event of my previous life....  

 
Jesus bent and silently beckoned me to follow....  
 
Jesus silently took up handfuls of water  

and poured them over my head and back  
til water ran down my puckered scar.  

 
Then he spoke once—"Your sins are forgiven"— 

and turned to shore again, done with me.  
 
I came on behind him, thinking in standard greedy fashion,  

It's not my sins I'm worried about.  
So to Jesus' receding back,  

i Isaiah 6:1 NRSV 
ii Brent A. Strawn “Fifth Sunday after the Epiphany, Year C, Isaiah 6:1-8” The 
Lectionary Commentary: the Old Testament and Acts 306 

I had the gall to say "Am I also cured?"  
 
He turned to face me,  

no sign of a smile,  
and finally said two words—"That too.”x  
 

Reynolds says about his ongoing radiation treatments: 
“with my eyes shut I imagined intensely  

a curative hand laid over my wound, 
 that same hand that had bathed me in Lake Kinneret.”xi 

 
He believes it was this vision 
 Alongside with reaffirmations from friends 
  that him the strength to persevere  

through subsequent, difficult treatments. 
 
His testimony 10 years later was:  

“life has meant steady work,  
work sent by God.. 

 
I write six days a week,  

Long days that often run till bedtime;  
and the books are different from what came before…  

[the handwriting] comes down the arm  
of a grateful man.”xii 

 
How will we choose life? 
 How will we serve God 
  In a world, in churches, in lives filled with anxiety and fear. 
  
I think it comes down to a personal encounter. 
 A personal encounter with God’s majesty and grace. 
 
May this be our story.  
 Amen. 

iii see Gene M. Tucker “Isaiah 6:1-8, Exegetical Perspective” Feasting on the Word: 
Preaching the Revised Common Lectionary - Feasting on the Word – Year C, Volume 
1: Advent through Transfiguration. 

                                                           



5 
 
                                                                                                                                          
iv Brent A. Strawn “Fifth Sunday after the Epiphany, Year C, Isaiah 6:1-8” The 
Lectionary Commentary: the Old Testament and Acts 306 
v “About the Cliffs” www.cliffsofmoher.ie/about-the-cliffs/ 
vi Isaiah 6:5 NRSV 
vii Brent A. Strawn “Fifth Sunday after the Epiphany, Year C, Isaiah 6:1-8” The 
Lectionary Commentary: the Old Testament and Acts 307 

viii see Isaiah 6:8 NRSV 
ix “Reynolds Price” Wikipedia 
x ibid 
xi Reynolds Price “Vision of Healing in Galilee” www.guideposts.org/comfort-
hope/vision-of-healing-in-galilee?nopaging=1 
xii ibid 


