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Kerrisdale Presbyterian Church 
“A Prayer for Kerrisdale Presbyterian”  
Scripture: Ephesians 1:15-23, Psalm 100 
Hymns: The church’s one foundation 479 (1/2/4/5); Jesus loves me, this I know 373; 
Psalm 23 (insert—Townend); The Lord bless you 619; God bless your church with 
strength 491 (Tune: Diademata) 
November 20, 2016 
Rev. Steve Filyk 
 
We all like attention. 
 We all like to be noticed. 
  We like to be involved in activities 

that boost our own sense of esteem and pride and worth. 
 
Over the years I’ve noticed 
 How the mood of the congregation lifts 
  Whenever there are larger numbers in attendance. 
 
Back in 2015 we hosted the opening worship of General Assembly. 
 The service was glorious. 
  The pews were filled. 
 
And two days later when our congregation met for worship 
 Those who attended were pouring over pictures 

and buzzing with delight. 
 
But if the congregation’s mood lifts 
 Whenever larger numbers have gathered, 
  the congregation’s mood flags, flounders, 
   when it’s just the regular folks. 
 
I attended the Remembrance Day requiem 
 That we hosted in our church, a little over a week ago. 
  Those from KPC were all smiles, and not surprisingly: 
   The event was well-attended. 
 
Someone quipped “You know, church used to be like this. 
 If you didn’t come early you wouldn’t get a seat.”  
  Not just a happy remembrance, but also a lament. 
   Nowadays you can take an entire pew. 

We like to be involved in things that are popular. 
 Where others people take notice 
  We feel good about ourselves. 
 
But is popularity a sure sign of God’s activity and presence? 
 Now think about this a little…  
  There have been many tyrants and revolutions 
   That have had loads of popular support. 
 
But Jesus, Jesus didn’t trust the crowds much.i 
 
Today’s lesson comes from Ephesians. 
 Tradition holds that “Apostle Paul wrote the letter  

while he was in prison in Rome (around AD 62).”ii  
 
Now “If the Letter to the Romans focuses… 

on God's work in the individual Christian,  
Ephesians [focuses on] God's work in the church,  

the community of believers.”iii 
 
The portion we read today, 
 Is a prayer for the church. 
 
Like every good prayer 

Paul starts his prayer with thanksgiving. 
 
Paul doesn’t thank God 
 That the church is filling up the local stadiums, 
  Or that they are starting a new building program, 
   Or that their music ministry is renown across the city. 
 
No, Paul thanks God for their faith and their love: 
 
“I have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus  

and your love towards all the saints,  
and for this reason I do not cease to give thanks for you  

as I remember you in my prayers.”iv 
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Paul starts his prayer with thanksgiving 
 And he then moves on to intercession. 
  Paul has the faith to ask God for help. 
 
No, he doesn’t ask God 
 To help them balance their budget (sorry F&M), 
  Or to bless them with an active youth program  

(sorry CE committee). 
 
No, Paul asks God to help them see 
 The riches of their calling. 
 
Ephesians makes use of rather lofty language, 
 So you may have missed this. 
  Let’s read that section again, 

Using Peterson’s plain-spoken translation: 
    
“I [ask God] to make you intelligent and discerning… 

your eyes focused and clear,  
so that you can see exactly  

what it is he is calling you to do,  
 
grasp the immensity of this glorious way of life  

he has for his followers, 
 
oh, the utter extravagance  

of his work in us who trust him— 
endless energy, boundless strength!”v 

 
Let me rephrase that—make it even simpler. 
 Paul prays that the church might have eyes to see 
  The gift of their calling, 

a calling that involves encounters with God’s power. 
 
We were looking for popularity, 
 But Paul says the life of faith  
  Offer other gifts… 
 
Of course this raises questions? 
 Have we experienced them? 

To be honest much of the life of Christian community 
 Seems to be a lot more mundane 
  Than what Paul is describing, 
   What Paul is praying about. 
 
How many of you have left a committee meeting saying: 
 “That was glorious;  

can’t wait till next month.”? 
 
How many of you have left a work-party empowered, 
 Instead of drained. 
 
The truth of the matter is while God worked remarkably in Jesus 
 The work that God accomplishes through us  
  Is more subtle  

and sometimes requires keen eye-sight to notice. 
 
Paul knows that,  

and he so he prays for enlightened understanding. 
 
Paul prays that the Ephesians would recognise themselves 
 What he has already heard reports of: 
  That God is doing amazing work 
   in their acts of faith and love. 
 
You should know that God is also doing incredible things among you. 
 No, these are not the sort of things 
  That will draw a gawking crowd 
   Or be printed in the papers. 
 
But God’s work is occurring in this place 
 To powerful effect. 
 
I saw an example of it, just the other day. 
 Something I could easily have passed by and missed.  
  But for whatever reason I stopped, I looked, I took notice. 
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And this is what I saw: 
 
One member was helping another elderly member 
 Into their car: carefully opening the door,  

gently doing up the seatbelt, 
   Lovingly planting a kiss before saying goodbye. 
 
Nothing unusual, right? 
 
Well except for the fact 
 That these people were from different ethnic backgrounds 
  And different generations.  
 
In many places  

they would have no reason to cross paths, 
 But in this place they have become family. 

 
This is just one way I have observed your faith and love demonstrated. 
 Just one way I have observed God’s power  

at work within this community. 
 
There are many more examples. 
 We could queue up at the microphone 
  And tell stories till the cows come home. 
 
 
 

i See John 2:23-24 NRSV 
ii “Ephesians” Wikipedia 
iii David Guzik “Study Guide for Ephesians 1” 
https://www.blueletterbible.org/comm/guzik_david/studyguide_eph/eph_1.cfm 

I’ve seen this power in your hospitality: 
 People who are new to the country  
  Are given a seat at the family table. 
 
I have seen this power in your generosity: 
 Clothing is gathered for the homeless; 

Pray shawls are knitted for strangers. 
 
I have seen this power in perseverance: 
 You work together, even when it is difficult. 
  You bend where others are inflexible, 
   So mission and ministry can flourish. 
      
Like you I wish that we could fill this place up to the rafters. 
 But I don’t think that we should feel bad 
  Because people have other priorities on Sundays. 
 
The reality is that God is has called us 
 To a glorious life where God’s power 
  Is truly at work in us and among us. 
 
We shouldn’t feel down on ourselves, 
 We should feel grateful. 
   
We are blessed. 
 And we are a blessing. 

Thanks be to God. 

iv Ephesians 1:15 
v Ephesians 1:17-18 MSG 

                                                           


